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Gould Deliver 
Contra Aid 


y By Robert Pmry 

V;.! "•'* Associated Preoa 

.* President Reagan faces a tough; 
but potentially winnable battle to 
resume military aid to rebels fight- 
ing Nicaragua’s leftist government, 
according to an Associated. Press 
survey of key swing votes. 

.in the Democratic-controlled 
House, where the main legislative 
battle is expected, only a few swing 
members said they were leaning 
toward voting with Reagan on lethal 
military aid. But that could be 
enough for the president, consid- 
ering the 64-vote majority he re- 
ceived for nonlethal aid last year. 

An AP survey of 33 swing votes 
front last year's House battles over 
aid to the counterrevolutionaries, 
ori contras, found 13 ’‘against or 
loaning against” Reagan’s lethal aid 
plan, 17 undecided or not available 
and three leaning for.” 

But because Reagan had a 64- 
Vote victory margin on the nonle- 
thal aid vote last June, the Demo- 
crats must win back nearly all the 
swing votes or persuade other 
House members who normally back 
the president to switch. 

Many of those swing votes, who 
supported Reagan’s request for $27 
million in nonlethal “humanitarian” 
aid to the rebels, say that the pres- 
ident cannot count on their support 
for open military aid. “It’s one thing 
to give economic aid,” said Rep. 
Tommy R,Robhwon-(D-Ark.).v“It’s. 
^another to give lethal aid.” . .. „ 

* t Other House members expressed 
} concern over the size of Reagan’s 
.^expected request when the Gramm- 
; Rudman-Hoilings balanced-budget 
'Jaw is forcing deep cuts in domestic^ 
rand military spending. 


: But Reagan partisans say that if. 
;the president can present the re- 
quest as part of a strategy for forc- 
■ ingthe Nicaraguan government to;. 
! negotiate ^eriohsly with the oppo- 
sition, Congress might support him. 

; “All of the trends have been neg** 
ative for a diplomatic solution and£ 
the behavior of the Sandinista re- k 
'ImiA^said Rep. Edwin V.W. 
Zsd tau (R-CalM.), one of last year’s^ 
Swing votes, who says he is leaning, 
in favor of military aid. 

> Rep. JohnP. Murtha (D-Pa.) also 
Indicated he would likely stick with 1 
Reagan on lethal aid. “He has gen-' 
erally supported the president's ef- 
forts in Central America,”’ said 
press secretary Bill Allen. 

Although the Central Intelligence 
Agency provided the rebels with an. 
Estimated $80 million in awert miR 
ttarv aid during 1981-84, the new 
request wouid provide the first 
open military assistance from the 
United States to the insurgents. " 

The vote, likely in February^ will . 
be the first major test of the “Rea- 
gan Doctrine” — U.S. backing of an- 
ticommunist guerrillas fighting left- 
ist or pro-Soviet regimes. 

' The 33 House members sur- 
veyed were the swing votes last 
year when the House went from 
narrowly, defeating. Reagan’s non- 
lethal aid request, 215 to 213, in 
April, to passing nonlethal aid, 248 
to 184, in June. 

They are: 

Michael A Andrews (O-Tex.), undecided 

Us Aspirr (D-Wls.), no response 

Albert G. Bustamante (OTex.), undecided 

-Ronald Coleman (D-Tex.), no response 

James Cooper (D-TennX undecided 

Butter Derrick (D-S.C.), undecided 

Dante B. Fascefl (D-Fla.), undecided 

Hamilton Fob Jr. (R-N.Y.), undecided 

Bart Gordon (O-Term.), undecided 

WHHs D. GradtsonJr. (R-Ohio), against 

W.G. (891) Hefner (D-N.C.>, undecided 

Frank Horton (R-N.Y,), leaning against 

Ed Jones (D-Tenn), leaning against 

James R. Jones (D-Okla.), undecided 

Paul E. Kanjorski (D-Pa ), no response 

Cathy Long (D-La ), leaning against 

Buddy MacKay (D-F?a.), agai nst 

Romano L Mazzofc (D-Ky ), no response 

Dave McCurdy (D-Okia.), leaning against 

John R. McKeman Jr. (R-Maine), leaning against 

Stewart B. McKinney (R-Conn.), against 

Alan B. MoHohan (D-W.Va.), undecided 

John P. Murtha (D-Pa.), toning for 

Melvin Price (D-lll.), leaning for 

William B. Richardson (D-N.M.), against 

Tommy F. Robinson (D-Ark.), toning against 

Olympia J. Snowe (R-Maine), leaning a gainst 

John McK. Spratt Jr. (D-S.C.), undecided 

Ri ch ard H. StaUings (D-ktaho), toning against 

Wesley W. Watkins (D-Okta.), undecided 

Charles 0. Whitley (D-N.C.), against 

Jamie L Whitten (D-Mtss-X no response 

Edwin V.W. Zschau (R-Calit), toning for. 
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